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OPI elects a new Board of Directors 
 

At the Annual General Meeting held on November 5th at the Best Western 

Stoneridge Inn and Conference Centre the members elected a new Board 

of Directors for 2021. 

 

Lonnie Barnes, Barnes Oil Co.; Niki Clarke, Elexco Land Services, Ltd.; 

Michael Hunter, Resources Link; Scott Lewis, Lagasco Inc.; Jeff 

Luckovitch, Integral Pumping Services Inc.; Denis Marcus, Harold 

Marcus Limited; and David Thompson, Northern Cross Energy Limited 

were all elected for a two-year term. 

 

The following Board Members have agreed to fulfill the second year of 

their two-year term: Ben Barnes, Double B Well Service Ltd.; Mike 

Dorland, Mike Dorland Consulting; Frank Kuri, Consultant; Jim 

McIntosh, Jim McIntosh Petroleum Engineering Ltd.; Jack Norman, 

Jamcin Holdings (fulfilling Ian Colquhoun’s 2nd year) and Peter Rowe, 

Consultant. 

 

We had one 25-year pin recipient, congratulations Jon Chilian of Metalore 

Resources Ltd., and thank you for your continued support of OPI. 

 

Members approved Ontario Petroleum Institute’s Financial Statements 

for the year end August 31, 2020, and appointed Scrimgeour & Company, 

Chartered Accountant auditor for OPI and OOGSRT for the next fiscal 

year. 

 

A huge thank you to our Breakfast Sponsors at the AGM: 

 

Double B Well Service Ltd. 

Elexco Land Services, Ltd. 

Lagasco Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPONSORING MEMBERS 
Baker Hughes, a GE Company 

Charles Fairbank Oil Properties Ltd. 

Elexco Land Services, Ltd. 

Harold Marcus Limited 

Lagasco Inc. 

Pembina Pipeline Corporation 

Weatherford Canada Ltd. 

 

 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
Barnes Oil Co. 
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OPI elects new Leadership 

 
The Ontario Petroleum Institute Board of Directors, at its November 20th 

meeting chose a new slate of officers.  

 

Jim McIntosh, Jim McIntosh Petroleum Engineering Ltd. was elected 

Chairman of the OPI for 2021 and Scott Lewis, Lagasco Inc. was elected 

Vice-Chairman. 
 

Standing Committee Chairs: 

 

Conference: Niki Clarke, Elexco Land Services, Ltd. 

Finance: Lonnie Barnes, Barnes Oil Co. 

Governance: Jack Norman, Jamcin Holdings 

Nominating: Ben Barnes, Double B Well Service Ltd. 

Regulatory: Peter Rowe, Consultant 

 

The officers of the Ontario Oil, Gas & Salt Resources Corporation for 2021 

are: Jim McIntosh, Scott Lewis, Jack Norman, Peter Rowe and Jeff 

Luckovitch. 

 

The OPI also has several AD-HOC Committee’s, the newest AD-HOC 

Committee is the Rebranding Committee, chaired by David Thompson. The 

purpose of this committee is to explore the idea of rebranding the OPI into 

something more up-to-date. Please email any suggestions or ideas to David 

at dt@northerncross.ca  

 

 
 

OPI Board of Directors 
 

Chairman 

Jim McIntosh 

Jim McIntosh Petroleum 

Engineering Ltd.       

(519) 657-2176 

 

Vice Chairman 

Scott Lewis 

Lagasco Inc. 

(519) 871-0876 

 

Ben Barnes 

Double B Well Services Ltd. 

(519) 381-9337 

 

Lonnie Barnes 

Barnes Oil Co. 

(519) 834-2339 

 

Niki Clarke 

Elexco Land Services, Ltd. 

(226) 378-3787 

 

Mike Dorland 

Mike Dorland Consulting 

(519) 532-3469 

   

Mike Hunter 

Resource Link 

(519) 426-5089 

 

Frank Kuri 

Consultant 

(226) 926-9464 

 

Jeff Luckovitch 

Integral Pumping Services Inc. 

(226) 234-5362 

 

Denis Marcus 

Harold Marcus Limited 

(519) 695-3735 

 

Jack Norman 

Jamcin Holdings. 

(519) 461-0809 

 

Peter Rowe 

Consultant 

(519) 671-9532 

 

David Thompson 

Northern Cross Energy Limited 

(403) 870-1524  

On behalf of the OPI Board of 

Directors and myself, we wish 

you and your family a healthy 

and happy holiday season.  

 

Let’s hope for a brighter future 

in 2021! 

mailto:dt@northerncross.ca
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Photostory #335:  

S.S. "Simcoe" Sails Again As Drilling Ship: Exploring Lake Erie For Offshore Gas 

Photographer J. Marshall 

National Film Board Photostory No. 335 (April 16, 1963) 

Canadian Museum of Contemporary Photography fonds,  

National Gallery of Canada Library and Archives 

 

 
 

 

This photo story was published fifty-seven years ago 

about the same time the Ontario Petroleum Institute 

was founded. It documents the drilling of some of the 

first wells drilled on Lake Erie using rotary drilling 

equipment. From 1913 to 1960 roughly two hundred 

and sixty wells were drilled on the lake using cable 

tool drilling rigs mounted on temporary platforms or 

towers. In the fall of 1960, the first floating drill ship 

the M.V. Submarex was being moved from Long 

Beach, California into the Great Lakes to perform 

research work. The El Paso Corporation took 

advantage of this occurrence and used the drill ship 

to drill the first gas well in Lake Erie using rotary 

tools. El Paso Lake Erie No. 01-2 (T000581) was 

drilled off Port Maitland in Block 22 Tract U. This 

experiment proved that gas wells could be drilled in 

about one week with this type of equipment. 

Northern Offshore Drilling took this idea and 

converted the canal size bulk carrier Glencorrie to a 

floating drill ship the Simcoe, prior to the 1961 
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drilling season. The Simcoe drilled fourteen wells 

from June to September 1961 inside Long Point Bay 

for the El Paso Natural Gas Products Company. In 

late September while drilling the El Paso Lake Erie 

No. 89-17 well (T001176) eight miles off Port 

Maitland the rig was caught in violent storm that 

blew the rig off location and buckled the derrick. The 

rig was towed to shore and repaired in preparation 

for next years’ drilling season. From April until 

October 1962 the rig drilled 21 wells in the eastern 

portion of Lake Erie between Port Maitland and 

Nanticoke. Well depths averaged about 1100’ 

(335m) and took about one week to drill, complete 

and stimulate all using the drill ship Simcoe. During 

the 1963 drilling season the Simcoe drilled 13 wells 

for Mitchell & Mitchell Properties from May through 

August. The rig ventured out from behind Long Point 

into the open waters of eastern and central Lake Erie 

drilling wells from Nanticoke around the tip of Long 

Point to Port Burwell. These early exploration wells 

proved up gas pools in Lake Erie that would be 

further developed in later years by Consumers’ Gas, 

Anschutz Exploration, Pembina Resources, and 

others for the next five decades. The drill ship 

Simcoe was sold a few years later and renamed 

Nordrill ending up part of the Underwater Gas 

Developers fleet until retirement at the end of the 

1973 drilling season. The drill ship was scrapped in 

1974-75 at Humberstone, Ontario ending a short but 

colourful saga. 

 
Allan Phillips 
Clinton-Medina Group 
December 2, 2020 

 

https://photostories.ca/explore/photostory-335-ss-

simcoe-sails-again-drilling-ship-exploring-lake-

erie-offshore-gas 
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TAC Meeting 

December 16, 2020 

Via Zoom Video Conferencing 

 

OOGSR Corporation Meeting 

January 20, 2021 

Via Zoom Video Conferencing 

 

Board of Director’s Meeting 

January 22, 2021 

Via ZOOM Video Conferencing  

 

 

 

 

 


